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News Flash 
 

No More Homeless Pets 
Conference 

April 26 - 28, 2002 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
Join No More Homeless Pets for 
this landmark gathering of experts 
from across the country as they 
explore strategies to develop no-
kill communities. 
 
You'll hear from people who are 
creating lifesaving changes for the 
animals in their own 
neighborhoods, cities, or states, 
and you'll learn how to help 
launch a No More Homeless Pets 
campaign in your community. 
 
Who should attend? Whether 
you're an animal care professional 
or an individual who cares about 
animals, you won't want to miss 
this unique opportunity. 
 
You'll get practical information, 
inspiration and advice from 
nationally recognized speakers 
including Maddie’s Fund’s own 
Rich Avanzino. 
 
Questions? 
Contact Best Friends Animal 
Sanctuary (Phone: 435-644-2001 
x129; Fax: 435-644-2078; E-mail: 
info@bestfriends.org). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Milestones 
 

UC Davis Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program 
2001 Year-End Report 

 
In its first year of existence, the UC Davis Maddie’s 
Shelter Medicine Program initiated all of its proposed 
objectives. The major accomplishment of the program 
was the development of strong bonds with the core 
shelters, resulting in restructuring within those shelters 
and far more productive, interactive relationships. 
Warm friendship, professional enthusiasm, and mutual 
commitment soon became the norm at the Berkeley 
East Bay Humane Society, Pets in Need, Solano 
Animal Care, Sacramento Animal Care and 
Regulation, and Oakland Animal Care. 
 
In addition, the Program established the Maddie’s 
Shelter Medicine Residency, ran the first annual 
shelter medicine course in the School of Veterinary 
Medicine, performed numerous disease and behavioral 
investigations within shelters, created a template for 
information resources for all shelter veterinarians and 
managers, delivered a large body of continuing 
education material to shelter veterinarians and 
managers, and constructed the administrative 
framework for the program within the School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 
 
While proud of these accomplishments, the Maddie’s 
Shelter Medicine Program staff stressed that the major 
significance of these accomplishments is that they will 
prepare the Program for increasing productivity over 
the next year, in collaboration with Maddie’s Fund and 
the core shelters. 
 
To read the full Year-End Report, click here. 
 
To read the numerous protocols that have resulted 
from the Program’s first year, go to [the Program’s 
website] and click on “Shelter Medicine Protocols.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 3

 
Front Page  News Flash   Milestones   Feature 1   Feature 2   Making a Difference Adoptables Contact Us 

 
Features 
 

Cats and Design 
ARQ Architects 

 
Curious and eccentric, agile and coy, with beauty and grace. 
 
Cats are entertaining and quiet, great pals all and all. They are neater, smaller and quieter than 
their canine associates. But all too often, these glorious creatures receive second shrift in shelter 
design. 
 
In the past, the common solution in shelters was to cage cats. They fit in a cage easier than dogs, 
but go equally nuts when left in one for too long. Today, we frequently see two other design 
approaches in new shelters: 
 
1. A couple of “display” catteries in the main adoption lobby, with all other cats sequestered in 
the rear, more or less treated as “inventory.” 
 
Or alternately, 
 
2. All cats are in open catteries, with no isolation space, resulting in many sick cats and often 
very smelly rooms. 
 
Option one neglects the “inventory” cats, adversely affecting their stress level and making many 
cats that much more difficult to introduce to a group when their chance comes to move out of the 
stock area. 
 
Option two creates a shelter that at first glance seems fine, but reputation for poor health may 
follow and certain cats that do not tolerate a group may be stressed, withdrawing and becoming 
asocial. 
 
In designing cat spaces, arrange a way to show the cats off! Give cats room to move, stretch, 
pose, watch and play. 
 
A successful approach for enhancing adoptions, promoting great cat behavior and providing 
healthy shelter management is to have a mix of rooms. A range of room sizes (no cages except 
for cats under medical treatment) accommodating some single cat rooms, lots of doubles, triples 
and several with space for 6-8 cats is a great mix. Staff enjoy playing matchmaker, establishing 
compatible pairs, triples, etc that just might end up going to a new home together. 
 
Add steps to climb, shelves to sit on, bay windows for sunbathing. These touches enable adopters 
to see cats in their best light and it’s what people crave to see in their own home if they invite a 
cat to share their life. 
 
Design the rooms with smooth surfaces. Create climbing structures, window sills, etc. to hold 
soft cushions that are easy to toss in the wash/dry cycle and then put back into the space after 
cleaning. Ask industrious volunteers to sew up covers, keeping cost down. Use color and hang 
pictures on the wall to give variety for little expense. 
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Providing space in the rooms for cat sitters is fantastic. The shy cat may eventually warm up to 
people if a volunteer can just sit in the same room with the cat, reading a book or doing a quiet 
activity until the cat’s curiosity overcomes his shyness. Next thing you know your shy cat has a 
permanent home. With cats, keep it simple and fun. Keep one litter box per cat and try to design 
the room with elements that hide the litter boxes. 
 
Another design feature for the layout of cat spaces is to create a vestibule or group of rooms off a 
shared hall. A group room makes it easier to clean without having a cat escape and easier for 
volunteers to be with the cats without staff help. Introducing a new cat can be accomplished by 
putting the new cat in a vestibule overnight so the new one can check out the others and vice-
versa. 
 
Providing some cat feature spots, like a screened in porch with rocking chairs (just add grandma 
with knitting basket) or a tall space with windowsills at several levels will ensure your cats have 
front stage. These rooms may present more challenges to staff for cleaning, or reaching a cat 
perched on a high shelf, but they can do so much to allow cats to entertain and have fun with 
each other and their visitors--they are well worth the extra effort. 
 
If you aren’t too sure how well staff and/ or your ventilation system is working to keep the rooms 
fresh and clean, invite a non-cat lover friend over and ask for a sniff check. You will get an 
honest answer. By staying open to the non-cat person sensitivity you may more likely win a 
convert for someone on the brink of deciding whether a cat is right for them. Ventilation systems 
are just as important for cats as for dogs. Fresh air, (100% circulated from the outside) where at 
all possible, allow rooms to stay fresh smelling and help to avoid numerous airborne illnesses 
common to cats. 
 
Good policies of hand sterilization before handling cats will minimize carrying an infectious 
disease from one cat to the next. 
 
In summary, don’t shortchange the cats when designing your shelter. Disease issues, unwanted 
smells and behavior are just as much problems for cats as dogs. Good air ventilation, ability to 
filter litter dust from the air and varying the size of spacing will pay off in healthy cats and long 
term adoptions. Just give your cats a chance to perform and you will get the audience you want 
coming through the door. The design elements described above are truly lifesavers for cats 
waiting to be adopted. New sheltering for cats cannot afford to ignore these basics for the life 
and health of each crafty cat in your temporary care. 
 
About ARQ Architects: Partners Paul Bonacci and Lucinda Schlaffer founded ARQ Architects 
in 1985. The firm has specialized in designing innovative space for animals since its inception, 
with an emphasis on enriching life rather than simply sustaining life for companion animals. 
ARQ is most noted for its pioneering design of Maddie’s Pet Adoption Center at The San 
Francisco SPCA. On the firm’s drawing boards are new prototype facilities to address the needs 
of rural shelters, small scale adoption centers and a new model for veterinary care design. 
 
Paul Bonacci is a 1979 graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design and Lucinda Schlaffer 
received her degree from the University of California at Berkeley in 1979. 
 
Both partners are active ADPSR members (Architects, Designers and Planners for Social 
Responsibility) and are members of ecological/technology professional interest groups within the 
American Institute of Architects. 
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Features 
 

Dr. Janet Foley: Leading the Charge 
 
Janet Foley, DVM, PhD, is the Program Director for the UC Davis Maddie’s Shelter 
Medicine Program. Dr. Foley took the lead in designing this groundbreaking program 
and currently directs its day-to-day activities. 
 
We generally assume people become veterinarians to work with animals like dogs, cats or 
horses. Although Janet Foley loves cats and dogs and fills her life with them, the animals 
she works with are so small they can’t be seen with the naked eye. Says Foley, “I study 
infectious disease organisms and their interactions with animal hosts. I like microbiology 
because it’s a form of natural history. I think it’s interesting to discover the ecology of 
microorganisms with their host and how they go through their life cycles together.” 
Which begs the question--what would motivate someone interested in microbiology to 
start the nation’s first comprehensive shelter medicine program? “I’m really interested in 
large collections of animals in places like animal shelters,” Foley says, “because that’s 
where you see problems of infectious disease.” 
 
Janet Foley was born in Catskill, New York. She says her childhood nanny was a 
Bloodhound named Red who “slept with us and protected us.” Beagles were part of the 
family too, but in those days, Janet was most interested in wildlife. “My passion as a 
child was wildlife rescue. I was always bringing home injured birds or other baby 
animals. I’d try to feed them and fix them up, and I would be heartbroken if they died.” 
 
At George Mason University, Janet studied Comparative Religion and received an 
undergraduate degree in Philosophy. She also took an interest in science and went on to 
get a Masters degree in Evolutionary Biology. It was at this time that she discovered her 
true nature as a cat person. “I was constantly sneaking cats into my dorm room.” 
 
Foley went on to earn a DVM from the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine in 
1993. She worked in a small animal practice after graduation, but the lure of research 
kept pulling her back to the University. Janet graduated with a PhD in the ecology of 
infectious disease in 1995. 
 
One might assume that any individual fascinated by the idiopathic gastroenteropathy and 
microbial flora of the bowels of cats would be a rather strange and introverted 
bookworm, but Foley is just the opposite—a gregarious, high-octane extrovert who is as 
adept at administering a program or working alongside kennel staff as she is at 
researching feline anemias and blood parasites. 
 
Says Cat Fanciers Association Board Member Joan Miller, “What’s great about Janet is 
she gets out of the laboratory, rolls up her sleeves and delves into a situation firsthand, 
unlike many scientists who remain sequestered in academia. When she was working with 
us on feline infectious peritonitis, she wasn’t satisfied until she actually got into the 
catteries, started working with the breeders and began looking at contributing disease 
factors like husbandry practices and facility design. Janet looks at the big picture when 
she does her research instead of just focusing on the pathology of the disease.” 
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Nowadays, Janet is out of the catteries and into the animal shelters. Every week she visits 
at least one of the four core shelters selected to participate in Maddie’s Shelter Medicine 
Program, taking throat samples or fecal samples as she conducts her research on 
infectious diseases such as kennel cough or upper respiratory infections. 
 
She also maintains an active household that consists of five cats, a dog, children ages 
three and nine and husband Patrick, a theoretical population biologist at Sacramento State 
University. 
 
As her family could probably explain better than anyone, Janet is constantly in motion, 
packing 48 hours into 24 by doing several things at the same time (e.g. writing a protocol 
while talking on the telephone). With her incredible intellect, perpetual curiosity and 
infectious, can-do attitude, Janet excels at everything she does. How fortunate for the 
dogs and cats in our nation’s animal shelters. 
 
To read the protocols that have come out of Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program, click 
here. 
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Making a Difference 

 
 
 
“First, I would like to say thank you to the Duffields and everybody at Maddie’s 
Fund for the great work you do on behalf of our four legged brothers and sisters. 
 
Since I moved to Maine in late 1998, I have taken the initiative to adopt a large 
number of homeless animals. 
 
This past summer I learned of an animal rescue league being formed by a local 
animal control officer to build a no-kill shelter in our county.  I joined and 
volunteered to be their media representative.  Soon thereafter I was appointed to 
its Board of Directors.  We had a very successful fundraiser and are creating a 
foster care program until we get our non-profit status and funding to buy property, 
etc. 
 
Since I became involved with this group, we have saved around 23 cats, 5 dogs, 
and one gerbil.  I took in three of these cats and another stray just before 
Christmas as the freezing weather started.  And, I recently found a pregnant cat 
near my home who subsequently had a spontaneous abortion.  I found out she 
belonged to a neighbor who did not feed her. 
 
On the same day I found her, I met another cat lover in the pet food aisle in a local 
supermarket.  She had three cats and recently lost one.  She consulted with her 
husband—who was not a cat lover—and they agreed to adopt this very sweet 
animal.  The best part is this kitty took a shine to the man of the house and turned 
him into a cat lover! 
 
Well, that is my story in a nutshell.  I am grateful to the Waldo County Humane 
Society for their assistance with spay/neuter certificates. 
 
Still, for all the great success of my efforts to rescue homeless animals, I am 
haunted by the strays who got away and very likely did not survive in the 
wilderness.  However, I remain committed to helping as many companion animals 
as possible. 
 
Best wishes, 
Patrick Flaherty 
Stockton Springs, Maine” 
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Adoptables 

Lodi Pet Saving Connection 
www.animalfriendsconnect.org 

 

                                        
 

        Sparky                       Sophie 
 

Looking for a companion for life?  Look no further – Lodi's foster care 
network can help you find the perfect match for you and your lifestyle. 
Adoptable dogs:  http://www.animalfriendsconnect.org/dogs01.htm  
Adoptable cats:   http://www.animalfriendsconnect.org/cats01.htm  

 

 
No More Homeless Pets in Utah 

www.utahpets.org 
 

                                                           
 
               MoJo           Princess 
 

Jazzmine and Rudolph are just two of Utah's many pets looking for new 
loving homes. Check out the statewide adoption database – maybe you'll find 
your four-legged soulmate. 

 

 
Maddie's Pet Project in Austin, Texas 

www.austinspca.com 
 

                          
 
                       Rusty              Bemis 
 

Love comes in all shapes and sizes at the Humane Society of Austin. 
Click on the links below to see the animals waiting to follow you home: 
Dogs -- http://www.austinspca.com/adopt/adoption.asp?sqlQuerytype=Dog 
Cats --  http://www.austinspca.com/adopt/adoption.asp?sqlQuerytype=Cat  
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For More Information 
 
For more information about Maddie’s Fund and what we’re trying to accomplish, please 
check out our website at www.maddiesfund.org.  We’ve posted a great deal of 
information about our funding strategy and how different organizations are working to 
save animal lives in their communities. 
 
Also, please feel free to contact us—we’d love to hear from you.  Here are five ways to 
get in touch: 
 
Maddie's Fund 
Address:          2223 Santa Clara Avenue, Suite B 
                        Alameda, CA  94501-4416 
Telephone:      (510) 337-8989 
Fax:                 (510) 337-8988 
Web Site:        www.maddiesfund.org 
E-mail:            info@maddies.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 


