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Milestones 
 
Utah Coalition Places 510 Pets 
in One Weekend! 
 
An incredible 510 dogs and cats 
found loving new homes in one 
weekend thanks to No More 
Homeless Pets in Utah, a 
statewide coalition of animal 
control, traditional shelters and 
no-kill organizations. Dozens of 
animal shelters and rescue groups 
from all parts of the state 
participated in the three-day Super 
Adoption event held in a PetsMart 
parking lot in Salt Lake City on 
September 21, 22 and 23. In spite 
of our nation's recent tragedy, 
many people were clearly inspired 
to open their hearts and homes to 
abandoned shelter animals in need 
of love and care. 
 
In Other Utah News … 
 
As a result of its continual ability 
to outperform in respect to its 
goals, No More Homeless Pets in 
Utah (NMHPU) just received an 
$1.8 million second year grant 
from Maddie’s Fund. 
 
According to the project’s year 
one progress report, dog and cat 
adoptions rose 25% in Utah 
animal shelters last year, while 
shelter deaths declined 10%. 
 
All told, NMHPU found homes 
for an additional 4,818 dogs and 
cats over its previous year’s 
baseline and performed 13,478 
spay/neuter surgeries. 
 
 

News Flash 
 
Orange County Pushes PALS 
 
Julie Ann Ryan-Johnson, DVM is the Executive 
Director at Orange County Animal Care Services, 
serving nearly 3 million people and 60,000 pets in 
Southern California's Orange County. Julie Ann is also 
a huge supporter of the California Veterinary Medical 
Association's new PALS Program (Pet Altering 
Program for Low-Income Caregivers) sponsored by 
Maddie's Fund. Julie Ann is going above and beyond 
to prove it. "I've asked the local MediCal office to mail 
a flyer about PALS to every Orange County resident, 
and I'm asking county social workers to help spread 
the word as well. I have to raise $3,000 on my own to 
cover the cost of the flyers, but it's a small price to pay 
to make sure our county's low-income residents are 
informed about this invaluable free program." 
 
FCAP & PALS Updates 
 
The California Veterinary Medical Association’s Feral 
Cat Altering Program (FCAP) and its Pet Altering 
Program for Low-Income Caregivers (PALS) are 
setting a pace that few others can follow.  As of this 
month, their numbers were as follows: 
 
FCAP Participating Vets:     1,070 
FCAP Surgeries:            115,232 
 
PALS Participating Vets:       619 
 
   PALS Dog Surgeries:    2,160 
+ PALS Cat Surgeries:    3,272 
PALS Total Surgeries:    5,432 
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Features 
 

UC Davis Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program Core Shelters: 
Pioneers in a Revolutionary Partnership to Save Animal Lives 

 
The core shelters are a critical component of the Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program, 
serving as “laboratories” and test sites where students, residents and faculty can gain 
exposure to shelter needs and problems and apply scientific theory and methods to real 
life settings. At the same time, the Program itself offers participating core shelters 
invaluable operations and management assistance as well as unique access to the highest 
levels of academic expertise. 
 
To provide the University with a variety of environments for training and research, a 
spectrum of core shelters—including no-kill organizations, animal control agencies and 
traditional shelters—was selected. 
 
Shelters were evaluated carefully to determine their commitment, willingness to 
participate, and ability (e.g. staffing, facilities, financial resources) to implement 
recommended changes and meet the goals of the program. In addition, animal control 
agencies and traditional shelters were asked to reduce shelter deaths on an annual basis. 
 
The collaboration between Maddie’s Fund, UC Davis and the core shelters has already 
yielded important new information and led to the implementation of new procedures in 
the diagnosis and management of infectious disease, vaccination protocols, facilities 
design, quarantine and adoption. For first hand accounts, click on to the following core 
shelter profiles: 
 

Berkeley-East Bay Humane Society, Berkeley, CA 
A profile by Lisa Fine, Executive Director 
 
The Berkeley-East Bay Humane Society (BEBHS) is a 
no-kill shelter with a staff of twelve and a volunteer corps 
of 115 who find homes for 1,000 homeless pets per year. 
 
Solano County Animal Care & Control, Fairfield, CA 
A profile by Robert Linton, Director 
 
Solano County Animal Care & Control is run by a staff of 
fourteen full-time employees and twenty volunteers. The 
facility takes in nearly 10,000 cats and dogs annually--
adoptions, transfers and redemptions equal 2,450. 
 
Pets in Need, Redwood City, CA 
A profile by Brenda Barnette, Executive Director 
 
Pets in Need is a no-kill shelter with fifteen full-time and 
four part time employees and 287 volunteers. The shelter 
finds homes for nearly 1,000 dogs and cats per year. 
 
[Note:  Oakland Animal Care & Control, the fourth core shelter, 
will be featured at a later date.] 
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Features 
 

Tough Love Prevails in Austin, Texas 
 

 
 
“One tough Grandma needed one tough Boxer,” said Texas Comptroller Carole Keeton 
Rylander after recently adopting Seneca from the Austin Humane Society/SPCA. 
 
The big brown dog with the sad brown eyes has faced many tough times. Rescued by 
animal control officers from a life on the streets and then transferred to the no-kill 
Humane Society, she’d given birth to more pups in her short life than the Comptroller 
could count. 
 
The unexpected adoption began when Ms. Rylander accompanied her two 
granddaughters, Kathryn and Michele, to the shelter. 
 
As the young girls picked out two kittens (Father’s Day presents for Rylander’s son 
Bradley), the Comptroller spied the brown-and-black-faced boxer quietly resting in her 
cage. The four and a half year old dog had been waiting for a new home for many weeks. 
According to shelter staff, “Seneca was very shy. She would sit in the corner of her 
kennel and not come forward to greet potential adopters.”  But says Ms. Rylander, “I 
looked into her eyes and she looked back at mine, and I knew it was meant to be.” 
 
Seneca the Boxer was named after Seneca the Younger, Rome’s leading intellectual 
figure in the mid-1st Century AD.  He was a philosopher, dramatist, and statesman.  A 
noted orator, he also tutored Nero and was virtual ruler in the first years of the emperor's 
reign. His suicide after accusations of conspiracy was considered remarkably noble by 
the Romans. A Stoic, Seneca the Younger wrote moral and philosophical essays, but is 
best known for his tragedies. 
 
“Neither this Seneca nor this Comptroller will go out so quietly,” Rylander said. And 
Seneca the Boxer would like you to know that she hopes to be best remembered for her 
romances, not her tragedies. 
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Making a Difference 

 
Banking on Dogs and Cats: Paula Fasseas, Chicago, Illinois 

 
Paula Fasseas is all business. The hard-driving bank executive spends fourteen hour work 
days meeting with corporate movers and shakers, high-powered politicos, high-society 
trendsetters, and dog and cat adoption volunteers. Say what? 
 
Paula is the Vice Chairman of the Metropolitan Bank Group, but her passion is homeless 
dogs and cats. Increasingly, she has put her considerable time, talent, and influence to 
work on their behalf. 
 
It all started four years ago when Paula's daughter began volunteering at a local animal 
shelter. Says Paula, "until then, I had never really thought about the plight of abandoned 
animals, and certainly hadn't donated time or money to an animal welfare cause. But my 
daughter said I needed to get involved because too many healthy animals were dying in 
our shelters." 
 
Paula gathered the facts and went to work on the problem. For starters, she asked her 
bank group to purchase 300 spay/neuter vouchers from local animal shelters. The six 
banks gave them away to customers free of charge. 
 
Then, in 1998, Paula organized a high-profile adoption event and invited every animal 
shelter in the area to participate. She persuaded all of the department stores and upscale 
specialty stores on prestigious Michigan Avenue to offer windows or in-store space to 
showcase adoptable animals, and Angels with Tails was born. The event saturated the 
local media, especially TV, and every animal who attended was adopted--one hundred 
and ten in all. Angels with Tails has since become a highly anticipated annual event. 
 
Paula didn't stop there. She formed her own organization, PAWS Chicago, and with the 
help of the Metropolitan Bank Group, opened the PAWS Adoption Center downtown. 
The all-volunteer no-kill facility focuses on cats because they're easier to place in the 
downtown high-rise neighborhood. Dogs get their due on weekends when many of the 
organization's 1,200 volunteers take shelter dogs awaiting adoption to upscale shopping 
malls. The dogs have been so popular at stores like Lord & Taylor, Bloomingdales and 
Marshall Fields that more and more malls are requesting visits. Last year, PAWS 
Chicago rescued 300 cats and 200 dogs from local shelters and placed them in loving 
new homes through the Cat Adoption Center and offsite adoption program. 
 
But Paula still wasn't satisfied that she was doing enough to help animals. In December 
2000, she opened the brand-new, 3,000 square foot, high-volume Lurie Family 
Spay/Neuter Clinic. Says Paula, "We did a study to determine which neighborhoods were 
responsible for the highest number of strays. We chose one of the highest as the location 
for the clinic. In addition to providing spay/neuter, we also provide testing and 
vaccinations at a cost to the client between $5-$35. Upstairs, we've built a humane 
education center and we employ a full-time Humane Education Director. Our clinic has 
been extremely well received and well used. We're averaging twenty-two surgeries a 
day." 



 6

 
When asked to identify the keys to her success, Paula ticks off four: "having a business 
background and knowing how to get the most bang for a buck; having the ability to 
attract so many volunteers and utilize them almost exclusively; targeting the solution and 
reaching for it; and going into the business community and asking them for help. It's true 
that I know a lot of Chicago's business leaders, but you don't have to be well connected. 
We received a big donation from a Chicago sports team without any contact there. If you 
can articulate the need, many businesses will respond." 
 
Paula's goal is to help end the killing of healthy, adoptable animals in Chicago. She's 
tracking euthanasia data from the city's Department of Animal Care and Control to 
monitor progress towards the goal and has seen death numbers decline from 41,000 to 
36,000 in the last year alone. 
 
As for PAWS Chicago, "Our immediate goal is to get the Lurie Family Spay/Neuter 
Clinic endowed. Once that's done, we want to set up spay/neuter and education facilities 
in two or three other Chicago neighborhoods with the hopes that these clinics can be a 
model for the nation." If the past is any indication, it's a done deal. 
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Adoptables 

Lodi Pet Saving Connection 
www.animalfriendsconnect.org 

 

                                       
 

      Libby              Pinky 
 

Looking for a companion for life?  Look no further – Lodi's foster care 
network can help you find the perfect match for you and your lifestyle. 
Adoptable dogs:  http://www.animalfriendsconnect.org/dogs01.htm  
Adoptable cats:   http://www.animalfriendsconnect.org/cats01.htm  

 

 
No More Homeless Pets in Utah 

www.utahpets.org 
 

                                                         
 
          Rock            Monster 
 

Spanky and Spinner are just two of Utah's many pets looking for new loving 
homes. Check out the statewide adoption database – maybe you'll find your 
four-legged soulmate. 

 

 
Maddie's Pet Project in Austin, Texas 

www.austinspca.com 
 

                            
 
                       Xena               Krell 
 

Love comes in all shapes and sizes at the Humane Society of Austin. 
Click on the links below to see the animals waiting to follow you home: 
Dogs -- http://www.austinspca.com/adopt/adoption.asp?sqlQuerytype=Dog 
Cats --  http://www.austinspca.com/adopt/adoption.asp?sqlQuerytype=Cat  
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For More Information 
 
For more information about Maddie’s Fund and what we’re trying to accomplish, please 
check out our website at www.maddiesfund.org.  We’ve posted a great deal of 
information about our funding strategy and how different organizations are working to 
save animal lives in their communities. 
 
Also, please feel free to contact us—we’d love to hear from you.  Here are five ways to 
get in touch: 
 
Maddie's Fund 
Address:          2223 Santa Clara Avenue, Suite B 
                        Alameda, CA  94501-4416 
Telephone:      (510) 337-8989 
Fax:                 (510) 337-8988 
Web Site:        www.maddiesfund.org 
E-mail:            info@maddies.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 


