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Dear Maddie's Fund,

Our shelter, the Humane Society of Independence County, is located
in Batesville, Arkansas. We currently house approximately 85 dogs
and 40 cats. This is a rural community full of nice people, but there
are a lot of hunters, sportsmen, etc. here, who don't know a lot about
our shelter and wouldn't be caught dead coming through the door to
look at our babies! It's these "manly-men" types that we decided to
try to appeal to and get our furry faces seen by!

In our town of 10,000, any spectator sport is a big deal. The baseball
fields are popular in the spring and summer, but the streets are
empty in the fall on a Friday night. EVERYBODY is at the football
field, watching those Batesville Pioneers win (or lose)li

In front of a captive audience, we took some of our long-term and
special needs animals and paraded them in front of the crowd. We
volunteers were wearing mock football jersies and we had some
small ones printed up for the dogs-too cute! The football announcer
announced our dogs-like they were the star quarterback from the
feam, or the fastest running back! Gave info about each and also
announced that we had a booth set up by the concession stand to
further view the animals and also see some puppies that we brought
along for a "Puppy Kissing Booth" to try and further gather a crowd to
see our star dogs of the night. Our little booth was swamped! The
school administration set us up in such a good spot, that you couln't
get in or out of the game, go to bathroom, or get popcorn without
going right by us. The animals have never had so much attention by
$0 many people at one time. They enjoyed it, we enjoyed it, our
donation jar was overflowing, and we got so much positive publicity
for our animals/shelter. We were surprised that the majority of people



that came to the booth to see the critters were the "manly-men" type
that we were targeting! They all wanted a quick pet or puppy face
washing, and wanted to know more about the shelter, other animals,
etc. While we weren't adopting animals out at the football game, we
had many promises of adoption for when our shelter opens today.

I'm sorry for the last-minute submission of our idea. The football team
had 2 "away" games in October and then Homecoming ceremonies
at one of the games. Last night was our only game during October,
dog adoption month, that we could have the promotion. We ran a
"teaser” ad in the newspaper to generate some additional interest the
week before the game. Due to the overwhelming success of this
avent, we plan fo make it an annual event. We cannot supply you

tha game, 1 belisve 83% of the animals we ook last night will get a
home when the shelter is open for adoption. After 10 years of
adaonting out animals, | can read people pretty well, and they were
sincere when they said they were coming to adopt. This event really
raicad positive awaranass of our shelter, the good work we do, and
showed off our beautiful animals. The school administration was very
nlaasad with the event, too. Football season is just about over here in
Batesville for the Pioneers, but baskethall season is just shout to

stari, and then there's baseball, and........... ..Go Pioneers!!

Thanks so much for your consideration,

Do Hhele

Bev Finch

Board Member and Shelter Volunteer
Humane Society of Independence County
Petfinder Member AR 65






